The Gravediggers' scene in Hamlet performs a dramatic function with the melding of seriousness and comic element. The scene which takes place in the most gripping moment of the play is probably one of the most famous in Shakespeare plays. Apart from serving as a comic relief in the rise of the action, the Gravediggers' scene also delves in to some of the major themes of the play. This scene also provides a wide scope for direction and performance in theatre and film. Vishal Bhardwaj's Haider is a modern day adaptation of the play Hamlet which is set amidst the turmoil of Kashmir. The movie was released in 2014 and its main cast includes Shahid Kapoor (Haider), Tabu (Ghazala), Sredha Kapoor (Arshia) and Kay Kay Menon (Khurram). The Gravediggers' scene in Hamlet is one of the most famous and well acclaimed iconic scenes in Shakespeare plays. This paper will attempt a comparative analysis of Gravediggers' Scene in Shakespeare's Hamlet and Vishal Bhardwaj's Haider.
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In Hamlet, the Gravediggers makes their only appearance in Act V, Scene i of the play.
Like most Shakespearean clowns/fools the Gravediggers represents the commoners or peasants who use their wits to outstand the people of higher rank in the society. The "groundlings" those couldn't afford the rates and occupied the ground positions in the Shakespearean Globe theatre enjoyed these recurring character types. Often in Shakespeare plays the clowning scenes happens immediately after a horror or terrific scene. In Hamlet, it occurs after Ophelia's suicide and hence provides a pause, a comic relief in the turbulence of action. The Gravediggers in Hamlet is highly appealing to the audience with their wits and political commentary on organized religion.
When the scene begins, they are digging a grave for the deceased Ophelia, discussing whether she deserves a "Christian burial" after having committed suicide. According to the Christian tradition no one who commits suicide is allowed to have a proper Christian burial. Hamlet, unable to accept his mother's incestuous marriage speaks of death and suicide and raises this same point in his first soliloquy. Hamlet says, "His canon 'gainst self-slaughter" (Act 1, Scene ii 133) is what removes him from committing suicide and this shows the religious rules against suicide. However the second Gravedigger, points out that Ophelia is a "gentlewoman", a woman of high social status otherwise she would not have been buried in the sacred ground. This scene shows the cleverness of the illiterate commoner. The scene progresses as Hamlet and Horatio enter the scene which is continued with Hamlet confrontation with Yorick's skull and his philosophical commentaries on death. 
